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| NT. GEORG AN TOANN HOUSE. LONDON. N GHT
CAPTI ON:  LONDON 1885

SEANCE. Candl elight. The sound of a clock ticking. Five
peopl e seated around a table, including artist JAMES Tl SSOT
(50). Their hands facing down and overlapping. This is the
home of the spiritualist WLLIAMEG.INTON (28). In the
centre of the table is a CRYSTAL BALL on an enanel saucer.
In the corner of the roomis a thick velvet curtain - drawn.

EGLI NTON
Be silent. They are com ng.

Bright light starts to fill the room Phosphorus glow. TWO
FI GURES robed in white cloth and holding spirit lights
appear fromthe direction of the curtain and approach the
table. A MAN and a WOMAN. The GUESTS gasp. Tl SSOT wat ches on
in rapture as the ROBED WOMAN (| ooking like his fornmer Mise
KATHLEEN NEWION) appr oaches him

WOVAN | N ROBE
Peace, let it be. | love himstil
and shall love himforever. The
dead are not dead. We |ive on

The WOVAN bends down and ki sses TI SSOT softly on the cheek
He stretches a palmto touch her face.

| NT. LI LI AN HERVEY' S HOUSE. LONDON. DAY
CAPTI ON:  LONDON 1946
Cosy sitting room LILIAN HERVEY(70)is talking to nagazi ne

journalist MARI TA ROSS(45). They are both seated in arnthairs
faci ng each ot her.

LI LI AN
Where do | start?
MARI TA
The beginning is always a good
pl ace.
LI LI AN
There is only the beginning. |I have

menori es. ~But | amnot sure i f
they are mne or his.

MARI TA
Do you renenber how they first nmet?

I NT. TISSOI" S HOUSE. LONDON. DAY

TI SSOT (aged 40), dressed and dapper, |ooks out fromhis
bedroom w ndow in St John's Wod onto a dusty street. He
notices an attracti ve WOMAN ( KATHLEEN) approachi ng a Post
Box and posting a letter.



LILIAN (V/ O
At the local Post Box. That's the
story I was told.

EXT. QUTSI DE TI SSOT' S HOUSE. DAY

D fferent day. The sane WOMAN with a FEMALE COVPANI ON, CHI LD
and NANNY pushing a Pram posts a letter. TISSOT | ooks down
fromthe same w ndow. He checks his watch

EXT. TISSOI" S GARDEN & QUTSI DE Tl SSOT' S HOUSE. DAY

Anot her day. TISSOT is in his garden, peering through a gap
in a gate out onto the street. He examnes his watch. He's
holding a letter. The noment cones and he opens the gate,
crosses the road, raises his hat and greets the wonman,
KATHLEEN NEWION (aged 22), as she approaches the Post Box.

LILIAN (V/ O
My Aunt was Dbeautiful. It was easy
for a man to fall for her
Beauti ful people cast a spell.

TI TLE SEQUENCE: TI SSOT' S Pl CTURES OF KATHLEEN NEWON -
MAVOURNEEN ( PORTRAI T OF KATHLEEN NEWION), SPRI NG SUMVER
OCTOBER, A TYPE OF BEAUTY, A WNTER S WALK

I NT. POLLY'S HOUSE, LONDON. DAY

I nsi de the confortable Georgi an home of Kathleen's sister
POLLY (24) in St John's Wod. KATHLEEN enters the sitting
room hol ding a note. POLLY is seat ed.

KATHLEEN
You renenber the man we net at the
Post Box - the painter.

PCLLY | ooks up

KATHLEEN ( CONT' D)
He wants ne to sit for him

POLLY
| am sure he does.

KATHLEEN
He sees sonething in ne.

POLLY
And what m ght that be?

KATHLEEN
That | amstill attractive?

POLLY
An opportunity perhaps?

KATHLEEN
| am a nother of two Polly.



POLLY
And you don't want to be a nother
of three.

I NT: TI SSOT' S CONSERVATORY. DAY

TI SSOT and KATHLEEN wal k i nto the inpressive Conservatory.
It's full of Chrysanthemuns in bl oom

KATHLEEN
It's so beautiful in here. So
exoti c.

KATHLEEN bends down towards the Chrysant hemuns

TI SSOT
You'll need to be anobngst them
Caring for them As if |'ve
di sturbed you for a nmonment from
your wor K.

KATHLEEN poses next to a flower.

KATHLEEN
Li ke this?

TI SSOT supports KATHLEEN from behi nd as she crouches. He
stretches out her left hand to hold a stem between her
fingers.

TI SSOT
Li ke this. But |ooking at ne.

TI SSOT continues to hold KATHLEEN. A little |longer than he
shoul d. They are close. Intimte. KATHLEEN turns and | ooks
straight at him A knockout | ook.

KATHLEEN
What type of | ook?

| NT. LILIAN HERVEY' S HOUSE. DAY
MARI TA takes out a pen and not ebook from her handbag.

MARI TA
Do you mnd if | take notes? This
is very exciting. We finally know
her identity.

LI LI AN
| read your article Marita. It is
Marita isn't it?

MARI TA
Yes, Marita Ross.

LI LI AN
You cal l ed her the nystery wonan.



MARI TA
That's what she's been all this
time. For over 60 years. They've
call ed her his Mise or La
Mysteriouse. But no one has known
her nanme. | renenber passing a
Gallery in London. This was before
the War. And there she was on a
| arge canvass in the w ndow -
| ooking directly at ne. Inside
t here nust have been a dozen
pai nti ngs and each had the sane
oval face, large eyes. Not a hint
of a smle. "The lady is a nystery"
| was told.

LI LI AN
She wasn't to me, so | suppose |
presuned. .. Besides it woul d have
hurt too many people still living.
There were her two children, ny
sister, ny brother. W all appeared
in the pictures.

MARI TA
You especi al ly.

LI LI AN
| was sonething of a favourite. The
ot hers woul dn't have wanted a fuss
- interviews and photographs. But
now they are dead | think | should
make it clear. Tell her story.
(Pause, LILIAN S reflecting). You
know there were three nmen in ny
Aunt's life. Tissot of course. But
before that there was her passion
and then her marriage. Shall
start at the beginning again. Her
begi nni ng, not m ne.

| NT. LONDON SCHOCL. DAY

@Qunbl ey House Convent School, London. KATHLEEN (aged 16)
wal ks confidently along a corridor. At one stage she | ooks
directly into the camera.

LILIAN (VO
Her name was Kat hl een Kelly.

KATHLEEN knocks on the HEADM STRESS' S door and enters. The
HEADM STRESS is exam ning a note - sternly. KATHLEEN is
standi ng before her.

HEADM STRESS
You have a lively tenperanent M ss
Kelly. One that regretfully we
haven't been able to keep in check.
( MORE)



HEADM STRESS (cont' d)
You would do well to dwell on
devotion and service and | ess on
the distracting froth and frivolity
to which you appear to be drawn.

KATHLEEN
Yes ma' am

HEADM STRESS
| have received this letter from
your father. He says you are to be
sent to I ndia.

KATHLEEN | ooks bl ank

HEADM STRESS ( CON' T)
You know not hing of this?

KATHLEEN shaki ng her head - no

HEADM STRESS
Your father has had the
responsibility. And nowit is tine
to pass that burden onto soneone
wi th younger and broader shoul ders.
| amsure with hel p and gui dance
you will learn to love this man and
obey him You still have tinme to
turn around your life and foll ow
the right path. Wwoever he is, |
hope you don't disappoint himas
you have di sappoi nted ne.

I NT. LILIAN HERVEY' S HOUSE. LONDON. DAY

MARI TA
Was that the marriage?

LI LI AN
Yes.

MARI TA

But she was so young.

LI LI AN
She was sixteen. A d enough.

MARI TA
So who did she marry?

LI LI AN
A doctor. |saac New on

MARI TA
She was sent out to India to marry
a man she'd never net?



LI LI AN
That wasn't so unusual. There were
plenty of men out there in need of
a wfe.

MARI TA
You nentioned her passion?

LI LI AN
He was Captain Palliser. That's al
we knew.

MARI TA
Not hi ng el se?

LI LI AN
Whoever he was, he turned her head
whil e she was preparing for
marriage. And that had unfortunate
conseguences.

EXT. ON BOARD A PASSENGER SHI P. DAY

HENRY PALLI SER (31) steps out into the sunshine and on to
I ndi a. I mmacul ately
dressed. Rather too many rings on his fingers.

t he deck of a passenger ship heading for

EXT. ON BOARD A PASSENGER SHI P. DAY

KATHLEEN i s wal ki ng on deck and pauses,

| ooki ng over the
side. Behind her, relaxing in a deck chair,

is PALLI SER. She

hasn't noticed him He's noticed her.

KATHLEEN | ooks round,

PALLI SER gets up to join her.

PALLI SER
A mghty fine view wouldn't you
say! Mghty fine fromwhere | am
sitting.

PALLI SER ( CONT' D)
A perfect picture.

KATHLEEN
You need to broaden your horizons
sir.

t hen under st ands the neani ng.

KATHLEEN i s purposeful ly

| ooki ng out to sea. PALLISER now by her side on the ship's

rail,

| ooki ng out al so.

PALLI SER
| prefer nature's curves and
cont ours.

KATHLEEN i s sil ent.

PALLI SER ( CONT' D)
This must be your first voyage.



Kat hleen is still |ooking out to sea.

KATHLEEN
And what makes you so sure of that?

PALLI SER
On your age. Your manner. (Pause).
The Purser wouldn't tell nme nuch
about you Mss Kelly. You know what
we call young unmarri ed wonen goi ng
to India for the first time. The
Fishing Fleet. The Fishing Fleet in
search of a prize catch

KATHLEEN still silent but turns towards PALLI SER

PALLI SER ( CONT' D)
And when they fail to make that
mat ch and head hone al one. They are
the returned enpti es!

KATHLEEN S ol der brother CHARLES(30)and his pregnant wfe
KATE(22) approach.

PALLI SER
Good afternoon. W were just
admring the view

CHARLES
And you are sir?

PALLI SER
Commander Pal liser, Royal Navy.

CHALRES
Wel | pleased to nmake your
acquai ntance. Cone Kat hl een, we
nmust get ready for dinner.

PALLI SER
A pleasure to neet you (doffs his
hat) .

They wal k away, |eaving PALLI SER at the ships's rail.
KATHLEEN gl ances back - tellingly.

EXT. PARI S STREET. DAY

Paris is under siege. It's the Franco-Prussian war. W eckage
and rubble fromthe shelling.

MARI TA (V/ O
What year would this be?



LILIAN (V/ O
About 1870. Before | was born.

MARI TA (V/ O
Before Ti ssot net Kat hl een.

LILIAN (V/ O
Yes. Before he cane to London.

EXT. MALMAI SON, PARI S. DAY

TISSOT is in a line of men behind a row of vines. The
Prussian arny sone di stance away on the brow of a hill.
There's an exchange of fire. Sone of Tissot's conpatriots
are lying dead and wounded. A SERCGEANT appr oaches.

In French with English subtitles.
SERGEANT
Get the nmen ready. We've got orders
to w thdraw

The SERGEANT noves off down the |ine.

TI SSOT
How s Leroux?
SERGEANT
Shot in the leg. He'll survive. Be

qui ck.
EXT. MALMAI SON. PARI S. DAY

The sound of artillery and gunfire continues. The French
sol di ers, |ooking exhausted and bedraggl ed, are retreating
towards Paris. They pass a French BODY anongst the ruins.
They march on, but TISSOT halts. It's too good an
opportunity. He returns to the BODY, takes out a small

not ebook and pencil fromhis coat and starts to draw the
dead soldier. (See:" The First man | Saw Killed". Tissot).

EXT. ON BOARD PASSENGER SHI P. DAY
It's Sunday service on the deck. The CAPTAIN is acting as
Chapl ai n. The CONGREGATI ON sings "All People Wio On Earth Do

Dwnel | ". KATHLEEN AND PALLI SER are anongst them They
exchange gl ances.

EXT. ON BOARD PASSENGER SHI P. DAY
Passengers are pronenadi ng. KATHLEEN wal ks with PALLI SER
KATHLEEN

You said | was a first tine visitor
to India, Captain.



PALLI SER
Commander Henry Saint Leger Bury
Palliser. Henry will do.

KATHLEEN
Commander. Henry. You were wong. |
l[ived in Agra until | was

fourteeen. You could say | am
goi ng hone.

PALLI SER
Hone? As soon as | arrive | am
ready to | eave.

KATHLEEN
My nmenories are all good. Playing
in the Peach groves and the ruins.
Being spoilt by ny Ayah and the
servants. And when we went to the
Hlls - the nountain gorges covered
in strange creepers and the banboo
and rhododendrons. The sunmts were
coated with snow. So pure and
magi cal .

PALLI SER
So why are you goi ng?

KATHLEEN
My older Dbrother Charles is a
Pol i ce Superintendent in Ludhiana
in the Punjab. He has a friend. A
Doct or .

PALLI SER
You are getting married?
KATHLEEN
Per haps.
PALLI SER

It's a long journey to hang on the
wor d per haps.

KATHLEEN
It's a big decision.

PALLI SER
Forgive me, but it's obvious it's
one that your brother has already
made.

KATHLEEN
And what about you? How | ong have
you been at Sea?
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PALLI SER
Since | was thirteen. Joined as a
M dshi pman and worked ny way to
becone a Lieutenant with HVS Racer
in the Mediterranean - el even guns,
868 tonnes. And you know ny
Commander' s nane? Conmander Bri ne.

KATHLEEN
No!

PALLI SER
Commander Brine! The old salt. And
second in charge - Lieutenant Spry!
He had a |inp.

They | augh

PALLI SER
Brine and Spry!

EXT. ON BOARD PASSENGER SHI P. DAY

CHARLES and his wi fe KATE are | ooking down from above at
PALLI SER AND KATHLEEN

CHARLES
Have a word wi th her

KATE
VWhat sort of word?

CHARLES
A strong one. Wiy can't she see
she's playi ng a dangerous gane. She
needs to grow up fast, do her duty
and marry lIsaac. In India you don't
need to get on. You just have to
get on with it.

KATE gi ves CHARLES the | ook of a woman who w shes she hadn't
married him

KATE
You' re her brother. Can't you tel
her ?

CHARLES

['lI]l deal with him You talk to
her. Wnan to wonman.
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